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How Should We Combat Russian 
Propaganda and Distortion Abroad? 


nouncer: 


We hear first from Colonel Leslie G. Mulzer, Commander 
bof Maxwell Air Force Base. 


Holonel Mulzer: 

Maxwell Air Force Base is the home of the Air University, 
Ene seat of the Air Force’s higher learning. Here at Maxwell, 
ve have the Air War College, which has the big responsibility 
bof planning much of the future strategy of the Air Force and 
#raining commanders to meet the problems of any possible 
future conflict. In addition, we have the Air Command and 
Staff School with its 13 associate courses in complete staff 
2ssignments and training. 

Besides these schools, we have the school of Aviation Medi- 
cine located at Randolph Field, Texas, and Gunner Air Force 
Base, Alabama, and the Air Force Institute of Technology 
located at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. These combined 
schools prepare Air Force officers for the future in problems 
which may confront us militarily in these crucial days. 

Here at Maxwell, we are also concerned with the subjects 
discussed on America’s Town Meeting of the Air, such as the 
one we are considering tonight. It is a privilege to introduce 
your moderator, the President of Town Hall and founder of 
America’s Town Meeting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, 
Jr. Mr. Denny. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: | 
Good evening, neighbors. Colonel Mulzer, it’s a real priv- 
ilege for Town Meeting to originate here at the highest-level 
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educational institution of the United States Air Force. I’m/ 
sure that this fine audience, together with our speakers, will} 
make a significant contribution toward our understanding | 
of the vital question we are discussing tonight. The opinions, # 
of course, will be those of the individual speakers and have no | 
relation to Air Force policy. ; 

Last week we discussed the real issues in our fight against || 
communism. It was the consensus of opinion that so-called ¢ 
communism, as directed by the men in the Kremlin, was a} 
gigantic fraud upon the Russian people, their satellites, and | 
the neighbors they are seeking to annex. This makes our} 
question tonight, Senator Brewster and Dr. Givens, all the 
more pertinent. How should we deal with this new type of } 
aggressor that doesn’t cross national boundaries with tanks} 
and guns, but poses before its victims as the agents of justice | 
and mercy in order to extend its power over them, then clamps 
down in absolute dictatorship? 

What should we do, ladies and gentlemen, about this aggres-_ 
sive world power, some of whose agents play at the game of | 
striped pants at Lake Success, while its other and far more’ 
numerous agents seek to destroy our reputation, and light the | 
fires of intolerance and hatred in the minds and hearts of men} 
against us through a ruthless campaign of false propaganda 
and distortion of truth? Witness the fiendish fighting and 
atrocities of the North Koreans against our American boys. | 

Senator Owen Brewster of Maine has recently returned | 
from a tour of Europe, where he has been able to observe at | 
first hand the results of the campaign against us. Dr. Givens | 
made an extensive study of this question as an educator 
when he made the round-the-world trip last summer. We'll 
hear first from Senator Owen Brewster of Maine. Senator 
Brewster. (Applause) 


Senator Brewster: 


In appraising this problem, one must constantly bear in 
mind certain fundamental truths. One is, “Actions speak 
louder than words.” Emerson said, “What you do speaks so 
loud I cannot hear what you say.” 

Our action in Korea outweighed months of propaganda in 
its significance to the peoples of the world. Our difficulties in 
Korea gave them pause. Was it possible that America was 
being pushed around by North Korea? Had we bitten off more 
than we could chew? Then came the amphibious landing, and 
MacArthur was again an international hero. 
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“All this has undoubtedly given the area pause. How- 
ever, our timorous approach to the Chinese problem—our 
‘obvious anxious fear as to what China may do—is destroying 
‘much of our dearly bought prestige. 

We are in a period where.deeds rather than words must 
primarily carry our message. The 50 nations that were back 
of our action in Korea—although, some may point out they 
were a long way back— indicates a major victory won by deeds 
‘rather than words. 
_ All this is not to minimize the importance of seeing that 
peoples everywhere are properly informed. The first essential 
iof salesmanship, however, is having’a product to sell. One 
must know his product, believe in it, and be able to give some 
assurance as to the maintenance of its quality. It must also 
‘be a product that answers the human needs. 
_ I was profoundly shocked at the annual meeting of the 
interparliamentary Union in Dublin in September to hear the 
United States denounced by the Orient as an imperial colo- 
nialist, along with Britain, France, and the Netherlands. Ob- 
viously, our Asiatic friends did not understand our record or 
cur aims. We were being found guilty by association of all 
that the European nations had done historically to dominate 
‘Asia. Militant salesmanship is needed before it is too late. 
_ Weare entitled to the confidence of the peoples of the world 
as to our good intentions on the basis of what we have done in 
our own generation in the case of Cuba and the Philippines. 
‘We are a very long way, however, from possessing the respect 
and regard of the Orient because of tragic flaws in our record 
wwhich have been vigorously exploited by our enemies while 
rwe have failed to see the global problem as a whole. 
We have aroused false hopes which we cannot satisfy, and 
disappointment and disillusionment are the inevitable after- 
maths. False pictures of America as a land of literally unlim- 
‘ited abundance, flowing with milk and honey, have been 
reated in the minds of the peoples of other lands by our 
rodigal contributions to human welfare during and since 
the war, and by the motion pictures and our sometimes over- 
optimistic tourists. 
The world has a long, hard road ahead to reach American 
standards of living. We can show people the way, but we 
cannot travel the road for them nor give them a free ride on 
ny imaginary gravy train. 

Theodore Roosevelt said, “Speak softly and carry a big 
stick.” Never was that advice more needed by America. Let 
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our strength and our understanding carry conviction that the| \ 
freedom-loving peoples of the world may count with confi-} 
dence upon our codperation in the struggle to save civilization. } 

Emerson said, “The whole man speaks in every word he} 
utters.” So let America speak. I hope I shall not be misunder-} 
stood if I suggest that what we need is less voice and more} 
America. Our feeble, fumbling indecision in China is threat-} 
ening all Asia with disaster, as we let the dust settle. Europe} 
is greatly strengthened and encouraged by our actions in ex-# 
tending aid. Let us be very careful that we do not miscalculate} 
the relative importance of Europe and Asia in the future of? 
the world. | 

In the last century, the Monroe Doctrine served in large} 
measure to keep the peace in the Western Hemisphere, as we} 
warned Europe and Asia alike to leave America alone. In the} 
first half of this century, we took the second major step in our} 
foreign policy in declaring for a stronger and an independent} 
China. Hay, Root, Stimson, and Hull stood firmly for this} 
policy. The wisdom of their course now becomes apparent? 
as we contemplate the awful consequences of a China under} 
the control of Russia. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Senator Brewster. Our next speaker has spent 
his life in the field of education and now holds one of the high-§ 
est offices in that field, that of Executive Secretary of the Na-} 
tional Education Association, popularly known as the NEA.) 
As a member of our first world Town Hall Seminar, he has| 
made and continues to make an invaluable contribution to the! 
success of this enterprise. He has just returned from Japan, ( 
where he served as Chairman of the second U. S. Educationy ) 
Mission to Japan. Iam happy to present Dr. Willard E. Givens. 
Dr. Givens. (Applause) 


Dr. Givens: 


Mr. Denny, ladies and gentlemen. I agree with Senator| 
Brewster that the best way to meet the big lies of communism‘ 
is with the big truths of democracy. The propaganda and acts 
of communism are vulnerable to an attack of truth. This is! 
why a strong information program must have a place in our : 
national policy consistent with the scope of our military and! 
economic programs. | 

A properly balanced U.S. foreign policy cannot be achieved 
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without effectively utilizing all three programs—military, eco- 
omic, and cultural. Our policy in recent years of spending 
15 billion annually on defense, $6 billion on foreign aid, and 
tthree-hundredths of one billion dollars on information has not 
een sufficiently balanced to help the rest of the world under- 
stand our purposes. / 

In presenting the big truths about the United States, its 
people, its way of life, and its Government, our information 
program should include an insight into as many phases of 
American life as possible, such as labor, business, agricul- 
ure, industry, and civic, religious, and educational activities. 
uring the World Town Hall Seminar on which I had the 
rivilege of representing education last year on visits with 
you, Mr. Denny, to 13 world capitals, we had an opportunity 
to see at first hand the fine work which the United States In- 
formation Service is doing. Everywhere, however, it was ap- 
sarent that the program was hampered by limited personnel, 
supplies, and funds. 

The Voice of America is the radio medium employed to 

earry to listeners abroad a picture of American life, culture, 
snd aims. I agree with Senator Brewster that we need more 
‘America in the Voice of America programs. 
In countries with large numbers of illiterate persons in their 
opulation who do not have radios, the most effective channel 
of information is motion pictures, photographic displays, and 
«xhibits. These visual materials should be displayed not only 
an large centers of population, but also in the small towns, 
villages, and rural'areas. 

Our educational exchange program, providing for inter- 
‘hanges, on a reciprocal basis, of students, teachers, profes- 
sors, and leaders in the field of knowledge and skill, includes 
between six and seven thousand persons annually. In addi- 
tion, 27 thousand students from foreign countries were en- 
rolled last year in the colleges and universities of the United 
tates. More than 16 thousand American students are study- 
ling abroad. 

It has been said that the most effective way to exchange 
nowledge is to wrap it up in a person. 

United States strategy should include action to eliminate 
conditions on which communism and other forms of totali- 
tarianism feed—oppression, discrimination, hunger, disease, 
ignorance, misery, and despair. We should be among the cham- 
pions of colonials and industrially retarded peoples every- 
where. We should assist them to gain political independence, 
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to master science and technology, to develop their natural and| 
human resources in their own interests, and to achieve aj 
higher standard of living in all its aspects. | 

The Point Four program is an important step in the direc-} 
tion of capturing the offensive in the present world struggle} 


higher standards of living. i 

It is difficult to teach or to inform hungry people. A} 
UNESCO poster announcing the observance of U. N. Day on 
October 24 says that freedom can’t grow in lands of hunger} 
and want. | 

A simple and most effective answer comes from Georgel 
Washington Carver, the late great Negro scientist from Ala-} 
bama, who not only advised but demonstrated that the best& 
procedure is to start where you are with what you have andj 
make something of it. 

As we seize the initiative in our information program, we} 
should remove weaknesses which are under attack in Amer-) 
ican practices and make every effort to inspire and encourage} 
all liberty-loving people, including those behind the Iron) 
Curtain. Thank you. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Givens. Now, while we get ready for our} 
question period, here is a message for our Town Hall listeners. | 


Announcer: 


What do you know about the leaders and people of France? | 
How far can we count on the German people to be on our. 
side? What of the people of Turkey, which stands squarely in 
the way of Russia’s demands for a warm water port? Do you! 
know why Prime Minister Nehru is trying to play the role! 
of leader of a third force between Russia and the Western 
Powers? 

Mary Belle Decker’s new book, The World We Saw With: 
Town Hall gives you intimate glimpses of the leaders and: 
people of twelve world capitals visited by the Town Meeting 
party last summer. If you really want to understand your 
neighbors, upon whom we must depend for friendship in any 
future conflict, you should read Mrs. Decker’s fascinating 
account of this trip. You may secure The World We Saw from 
your book store or from the publisher, Richard R. Smith, 
120 E. 39th Street, New York City. The price is $3. 

Now, for our question period, we return you to our mod- 
erator, Mr. Denny. } 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: We start witha gentleman over here on the left. 
| Man: I should like to ask Senator Brewster this question: 
\Why have you and your Republican party been so balky about 
‘voting funds for American propaganda abroad? 

Mr. Denny: That’s a pretty pertinent question. (Applause) 
Senator Brewster: I think you might perhaps more prop- 
erly characterize it as impertinent, because it is inaccurate in 
ithe statement of the facts. As a matter of fact—I don’t know 
how old the gentleman who asked that question is—30 years 
ago I started promoting the idea that we assume more of our 
international responsibilities—in 1920—when I organized the 
eague To Enforce Peace, and ever since, I have voted for 
‘practically every measure. 

I have believed that we could be more prudent in our exer- 
‘cise, and I would like to ask the gentleman, if a question is 
‘proper, whether he would approve of this method of expendi- 
ture of our funds. I found this letter on my desk when I got 
to Washington yesterday. It was addressed to the Voice of 
‘America from Argentina. This is one of the things for which 
‘federal money has been used which we question: 

“As one of a number of United States citizens temporarily 
located in Argentina, I listen at times to the Voice of America 
programs beamed to South America. In the past, I have been 
amazed that such asinine broadcasts could be edited and ap- 
proved by anyone with normal intelligence, but I think the 
ultimate in asininity was reached last Saturday, September 
30, in the broadcast of the so-called commentator, Wally But- 
terworth. He spent five minutes suggesting that someone 
should invent a gadget so that men could cut their own hair 
in front of a mirror. Apparently to him this was an intriguing 
subject, for he enlarged on it very fully. Now I do not believe 
that does any good for America. Why the American taxpayer 
should be called upon to finance such tripe, I do not know, but 
I do know from local contacts that the respect in which the 
United States should be held is not being enhanced by this 
type of broadcast.” 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator Brewster. (Applause) 
‘Next question. 

Lady: Dr. Givens, I’d like to ask you a question. Wouldn't 
it be profitable as a propaganda measure to take the body 
of the United Nations sessions to the seat of foreign 
overnments? 


Dr. Givens: 1 think that would be a fine idea from the stand-#) 
point of the effects on the various nations, but the United} 
Nations is such a large organization and requires so much} 
housing that it would be rather difficult to do. If it could be 
done, I think it would be a very fine thing. y 
' Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now a question for Senator | 
Brewster. . } 

Man: Senator Brewster, what has been done in recent 
months toward increasing the coverage of the Voice of} 
America? | 

Senator Brewster: Well, I think they have had funds pro-} 
vided which they have been using in a variety of ways. We’re}; 
carefully studying the program. You remember it wasn’t long! 
ago, only a couple of years ago, when they bought 50 copies} 
of the Memoirs of Hecate County, which is one of the most 
vulgar books ever published in America, and distributed that? 
in Europe as typical of American culture. That has been cor-} 
rected. Later, at the time Secretary Byrnes was trying to get : 
things adjusted with the communists in Paris, the life of} 
Henry Wallace was broadcast as a typical American’s life, at), 
the very time the President had to remove him because of his! 
communist inclinations and utterances. 

Those were conspicuous examples of failure. I have in my! 
hand another example of failure reported in the New York’ 
Times this morning. “Wild rumors have begun to circulate! 
in Belgrade and many parts of Yugoslavia that the arrival) 
of heavy shipments of United States foodstuffs is imminent.”?} 
Two events were responsible for this: the repeated broadcasts? 
by Radio Belgrade of Secretary of State Dean Acheson’s’ 
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statement at his last press conference concerning the Yugo-) 
slav food problem, and promises to give them food. Now Con-' 
gress must appropriate money for that food. To promise the} 
people of Yugoslavia today that they are going to get this food: 
is very dangerous. “In the opinion of some observers,” this is 
the New! York Times speaking, “there is a danger that the! 
psychological build-up may get out of hand and the disappoint-! 
ment will be most shattering if the Yugoslav people hope and! 
believe that a fleet of cargo ships will leave United States ports’ 
in the near future loaded with foodstuffs for Yugoslavia.” 

There is a perfect example of the tragic difficulties we 
create for ourselves by promises we may not be able to fulfill: 
and it is why we feel our officials should be more careful and: 
more responsible in their statements as to what America is 
going to do, as we have given the picture of a good-tima 
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harlie all around the world, and we are now reaping the un- 
‘ortunate harvest that always comes to the good-time Charlie. 
| Mr. Denny: Thank you. Next question. 
| Man: This is for Dr. Givens. What are some of the weakest 
ppots in Russia’s propaganda that could be used as a start- 
‘ng point or an entering wedge in our counter-propaganda 
rogram? 
_ Dr. Givens: I would say taking some of their biggest lies 
hat are most apparent and giving the truth concerning them. 
‘or instance, take the lie as to who started the war in Korea. 
7e know who started the war in Korea, but they have tried 
o tell the world a big lie about that. I think we must take 
hose things that are so apparent head-on and, as has been sug- 
gested here tonight, improve and broaden our Voice of 
‘America and get to the free peoples around the world with 
the truth about democracy, taking their biggest lies first. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman in the rear of the 
hall, please. 
Man: This is for Senator Brewster. Senator, it appears to 
me that one of our major troubles abroad is due to the fact that 
en four out of five countries in which we have gone to help 
<ombat communism we have backed regimes that are corrupt 
=r incompetent, or both. What do you propose to do about this 
situation? ‘ 

Senator Brewster: Well, I spent four years with Mr. Tru- 
man on the Truman Committee exposing the corruption and 
inefficiency of our own Government, so I think it isn’t possible 
for us to watch, too much askance, others. We know that 
everywhere in the world, even in New York City—and pos- 
sibly even in Alabama—there is corruption and inefficiency in 
Zzovernment. (Laughter) But we cannot on that account fail to 
30 forward. We’ve got to enlist the support of all people who 
are willing to fight on our side, and we can’t be too fussy about 
them. We welcomed the aid of Mr. Stalin to lick Mr. Hitler, 
and I think we’ve got to welcome the aid of anybody else in 
the world that will help us meet the challenge of aggressive 
communism at the present time. 

There was one political question, here, referring to Repub- 
icans. I was chairman of the Republican, or rather the Con- 
sressional, Aviation Policy Board that recommended the 70- 
sroup air program, and a Republican Congress voted $800 
nillion for it, which was annulled by a Democratic Admin- 
stration. I think those 70 air groups would speak a lot louder 
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than any propaganda this country could possibly make} i 
(Applause) + | l 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator Brewster. Next question} 
Man: Dr. Givens, I would like to ask.if you believe that wey" 
are doing enough to combat Russian propaganda through the}. 
education of German and Japanese youth in the countries that" 
we occupy. 5 
Mr. Denny: Dr. Givens, that’s a good question for you. i 
Dr. Givens: I’m sure we’re doing enough in Japan. I’m 
equally sure we are not doing enough in Germany. i 
Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. The gentleman in the back: 
of the hall. 3 
Man: Senator Owen J. Brewster, please. The Russian peo-# 
ples have been dominated by a central, all-powerful govern-* 
ment for many years. Will counter-propaganda be effective): 
against such people? q 
Senator Brewster: I am sure that human beings everywhere® 
desire liberty and freedom, and I was delighted to hear the} 
Liberty Bell ringing here tonight. That’s typical of it. q 
I believe we should use balloons as well as radio to get in-|t 
formation to people, and I believe that the ultimate solution } 
will come with an uprising behind the Iron Curtain. 


THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 


OWEN BREWSTER—Senator Brewster is a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee and Interstate Foreign Commerce Committee. 
He has just returned from a tour of European countries. 

After graduating from Harvard with an LL.B., he was admitted 
to the Maine bar. He entered the field of politics in 1917 as a 
member of the Maine House of Representatives, was governor 
of Maine for two terms, then was elected to the 74th U. S. Congress 
from the third Maine District. Senator Brewster was one of 
five senators who made a global flight in 1943, representing Tru- 
man’s Committee investigating the war program. 


WILLARD E. GIVENS—Executive Secretary of the National Edu- 
cation Association since January, 1935, Dr. Givens is the author 
of numerous articles in educational and lay magazines and a 
member of a number of educational commissions and associations. 
He holds an LL.B. degree from Indiana University and a doctorate 
in education from Miami University. 

After graduating from the University of Indiana with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, he took graduate work at Columbia University 
and the University of California. The next twenty years were 
spent as a teacher and a principal in elementary and secondary 
schools in Indiana, California, and T. H. Before becoming execu- 
tive secretary of the N. E. A., Dr. Givens was superintendent of 
schools of Oakland, California. 


12 


x 


_ Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady over there, please. 

_ Lady: Dr. Givens, couldn’t Tito be used as an effective 
medium for propaganda, being on the inside and yet not in 
accord with the Kremlin? 

Dr. Givens: Since Senator Brewster has just talked to that 
gentleman, I’d like to call on the Senator to answer that one. 
| Mr. Denny: That’s right. Senator Brewster. 

Senator Brewster: I had an interesting four-hour confer- 
ence with him about two weeks ago. He conceives of himself 
as the leader of what he terms the Progressive Peoples Behind 
-he Iron Curtain. He is an admitted communist and Marxist 
and boasts of it. He is following a teetering course between 
-he Iron Curtain on each side. Whether we should give him 
nid is going to be one of our $64 problems this fall. 
| As to whether we can safely count upon him in the battle 
with Stalin, I have not committed myself on that, but I do 
chink that it’s worthy of very careful consideration, and all 
angles of it should be very carefully explored. I think Dean 
‘A.cheson’s pronouncement of giving aid was premature until 
ne had consulted the Congress. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator. Next question for on 
ivens. 

Lady: Dr. Givens, shouldn’t we use all educational media 
«@ aid the Voice of America here to combat isolationism? 
Dr. Givens: Yes, I’m sure that we should, and we're not 
asing anywhere near all of it yet. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you very much, Dr. Givens, Senator 
Srewster, and this fine audience for your questions. Thanks 
klso to Colonel Mulzer and his staff here at Maxwell Field for 
ais generous codperation and hospitality. We again remind 
our listeners that the views expressed here tonight are those 
bf the speakers and the questioners and have no relation to 
Air Force policy. 

Now in just a minute, I’ll tell you about our subject and 
peakers for next week. 

~ Announcer: Well, friends, what are your views on ie ques- 
tion? How do you think we should combat Russian propa- 
ganda and distortion abroad? An exciting new section of the 
Town Meeting Bulletin contains the opinions of our listeners 
pn each of these vital questions. Your opinions after hearing 
ooth sides are more important than those made after hearing 
one side. Tonight’s Town Meeting will be printed in full with 
your comments on last week’s Town Meeting. Next week’s 
own Meeting will include your comments on tonight’s dis- 


13 


cussion. So send in your comments promptly so that they may) 
be included in this symposium, and remember this is Amer-} 
ica’s Town Meeting of the Air, your Town Meeting. So let us) 
have your opinions. If you’d like to have the Town Meeting}. 
Bulletin come to you regularly for a year, send $4.50. Singles 
copies are 10 cents each. The address is simply Town Hall’ 
New York 18, New York. i 

Now to tell you about next week’s program, here is your| 
moderator, Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Next week, from Bolling Air Force Base in} 


bases with a program on the subject, ““How Should the United 
Nations Deal With Future Aggression?” This will mark the} 
fifth anniversary of the United Nations, and our speakers will} 
be Mr. Abraham H. Feller, General Counsel for the Unitedii 
Nations, and H. V. Kaltenborn, Dean of American Radio Com-}: 
mentators. And CaN ee, if you want a copy of tonight’s i 


New York 18, New vores So listen next week and every well ; ; 
for the sound of the Crier’s bell. (Applause) i: 


COMING 
November 7, 1950 


What Should the Small Investor Do About 
Government Bonds and the Stock Market? 


Speakers 
SYLVIA PORTER LESLIE GOULD 


November 14, 1950 
Are We Expecting Too Much of Our Schools? 


Speakers 
MRS. DOUGLAS HORTON NORMAN COUSINS 
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TOWN MEETING REVIEW 
“The Listener Talks Back” 


_Each week we print as many significant comments as space allows. 
You are invited to send in your opinions, pro and con. The letters should’ 
be mailed to Department A, Town Hall, New York 18, N. Y., not later 
han Thursday following the program. It is understood that we may 
oublish any letters or comments received. 


| The letters which are here reprinted in whole or in part are a few of 
‘he total number received up to noon of October 16, dealing with the 
ast two Town Meetings. October 3: “Alaska’s Role in National Defense.” 
peakers: Ernest Gruening and John E. Manders. October 10: “What 
Are the Real Issues in Our Fight Against Communism?” Speakers: 
ouis Fischer and Congressman Harold H. Velde. 


WO TRICKS balmy like Hawaii, but is the 
“Alaska should be awarded tourist trade the only motive for 
statehood at once! It should be Colonization? Must the advantages 
ree and equal to all other states, Of a, military base be its only 
Ath no ‘tricks’ in the law.’—W.  rawing card? Do chambers. of 
*acDONALD, West Orange, N. J. commerce there ever talk about 
a ‘ schools, churches, and even col- 
NOT TO THE POINT leges? Yet, they exist in Alaska. 
“The program was not very “T wish to thank the gentlemen 
much to the point. Your subject who took part in this program. 
as Alaska in relation to the de- Speed the statehood of Alaska!” — 
ense of the U. S.; but the discus- Evatine Harrineton, Columbus, 
ion was allowed to center largely Ohio. 
n the statehood of Alaska.” — 
Sirrep S. Myers, Montclair, N. J. COMMUNISM—A WEED? 
(Defense and statehood are not “T cannot agree with Mr. Fischer, 
ratirely autonomous problems, who seemed to have both feet on 
nnd cannot be considered inde- the soft pedal. That is where com- 
eendently. One of the questions on munism thrives. If it is tolerated 
which proponents and opponents here long enough, it could be the 
bf statehood disagree is whether downfall of our country. Commu- 
Alaska will be better able to de- nism can be favorably compared 
‘end itself and continental United to a pest that farmers have to com- 
States as a state orasaterritory.— bat in their fields, tumbleweeds. 
Hp.) oe) a tumbleweed ae uD by 
is the turn row in my corn. I always 
30 NORTH, YOUNG MAN intended to cut it down before it 
“The trouble in Alaska, reflected made seed, but never had my hoe 
m the population scarcity, is a at the right time. Finally in the 
monument to the degeneracy of fall, a brisk northern wind took 
American men and women. They’ the tumbleweed for a trip across 
won’t go there to live. True, they my field. In a few days the wind 
nave the exploiters’ instincts. They came back from the south and 
ire willing to have stocks in the rolled the weed back to the north 
ndustries of Alaska, but to live side. Consequently, the next year 
here with their wives and chil- I had to spend hours cutting down 
tren and exercise the pioneers’ the offspring of that one weed. It 
nstincts—that they will not do, will be best to blot out commu- 
“xcept in very rare cases, ... nism here before it gets any more 
“Alaska as a home base is not of astart.”—C.E. Spencer, Tuscola, 


.dvertised enough. True, it is not Texas. 


15 


RIGHT SUBJECT, 
WRONG DISCUSSION 


“For many years I have recom- 
mended your excellent program to 
many people. For this reason, your 
program last night was very em- 
barrassing to me. The radio section 
of the (newspaper) announced 
that the subject would be ‘What 
Are the Real Issues in Our Fight 
Against Communism?’ ... Mr. 
Fischer almost touched on the sub- 
ject once. Mr. Velde seemed to 
think that the subject was how to 
catch communists. .. . You could 
have done a real service to the 
country by bringing the issues out 
into the open and clarifying an 
enormous amount of fuzzy think- 
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.To What Extent Is Government 

Responsible for Social Welfare? 

Are Divorces Ruining Our 

Children? 

What Progress Can We Expect 

in the Next Half Century? 

Are We Fighting Communism 

Wisely? 

When Are We Too Old To 

Work? 

. What Are the Real Issues in the 

1950 Congressional Elections? 

.What Does the Korean Inva- 

sion Mean to the United States 

and the United Nations? 

10.Is the Fair Deal Destroying 
Individual Responsibility? 

11. The Stake of Business in Our 
Foreign Policy. 

12.How Can We Strengthen Our 
World Position? 

13.Is Freedom of Speech Threat- 
ened in America? 

14. Are Teachers Free To Teach? 
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ing of what the issues are. I wou 
suggest that the real issues in 0 
fight with communism be sche 
uled again and that you insist . 

that the speakers discuss the su 
ject announced.’—TueE Most RE 
Martin D. McNamara, Joliet, Ill 
nois. 


(Communism is such a compr 
hensive subject with so ma 
subtle facets that no one progra 
can possibly be complete. For th 
reason, Town Meeting has devot 
eight discussions to various 
pects of communism since the 6 
ginning of the year, and will co 
tinue to schedule future broadcas 
dealing with other phases.—Eb. 


New York 18, N. Y. 


15.Do We Need More Warti 
Controls Now? 

16.Is Party Politics Threateni 
Our Security? 

17.Should We Rearm Germ 
and Japan? 

18. Will the Defense of Formo 
Help Check Communism ji 
Asia? 

19.How Should We Deal Wit 
American Communists an 
Front Organizations? 

20.For National Security an 
Prosperity—Public Vers 
Private Power? | 

21. How Can the American Citize 
Best Insure the Defeat of Com 
munism? 

22.Is Total Mobilization a Three 
to Democracy? 

23. Alaska’s Role in National De 
fense 

24. What Are the Real Issues i 
Our Fight Against eee 
nism? 
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